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Dear Parents/Guardians,  
 

     Welcome to Celina Intermediate School and to  the 6-Black Cluster.  Our team consists of 
Mrs. Christine Schlater, Mrs. Jennifer Smith, and Mr. Andy Waesch,   Mrs. Schlater will teach 
language arts, Mrs. Smith will teach math and Mr. Waesch will teach social studies and science. We 
will work together with Ms. Mary Blair, Mrs. Barb Decker, and Mr. Steve Gladhill, so that all students 
in our team can receive an individualized education.   
     Please allow us to introduce ourselves:  My name is Christine Schlater, and I am thrilled to assist your 
student in enhancing his or her reading, writing, and thinking  skills this year.  I have a passion for 
the art of language including reading, writing, speaking, listening, discussing, and viewing; and I am 
very eager to share this passion with you and your student.    I received my teaching degree from 
Kent State University in 2007 and my masters degree from Bowling Green State University in 2012.  I 
have spent the last twelve years teaching English/language arts (ELA) in Mercer County.  I am 
entering my sixth year with Celina City Schools, and feel truly blessed to serve our community as a 
teacher. On a personal side, I am a proud Celina resident.  My husband, Matt, and I are transplants 
from “the other side of the lake”.  We have three children.  Two sons, Caleb (4th Grade) and Miles 
(2nd Grade); and one daughter, Maggie, who is starting Kindergarten.  As a family, we enjoy being 
physically active through a variety of sports.  We are also outdoor enthusiasts spending time 
camping, hiking, biking, water skiing, and kayaking.    
     HELLO!!  My name is Jennifer Smith, and I am delighted to be your son/daughter’s teacher this 
year!  I will be their math teacher and am looking forward to helping them grow this year!  I am 
starting off this year with a video telling my students there is no such thing as a ‘math brain’.  I am 
trying to focus on growth mindset this year, and while math does not always come easy for anyone , if 
you have a ‘I can do this’ attitude, you can accomplish anything!  Please join me in allowing your 
student to feel comfortable to make mistakes and grow from them, and know they can learn and do 
well in math!  This, coming from all of us, will surely give them the start they need to become great 
mathematicians!  Thank you! 
     As for myself, I am a proud nineteen year teaching veteran, with seventeen of those years teaching 
math, I graduated from Celina, and am a tried and true Bulldog!  My husband, Doug, is also a teacher 
in the district, and my two daughters attend Celina as well.  We love to do things as a family, like 
travel, camp, play cards, and sporting events.  My husband and I also enjoy spending time with our 
friends as well, and celebrate life to the fullest!  Though this is my first year at CIS, I already feel at 
home as everyone has been so kind.  I KNOW this is going to be a GREAT YEAR! 
      My name is Andrew Waesch, and I am extremely excited to have the pleasure of teaching you 
son/daughter this year.  I will be teaching science and social studies this upcoming school year.  This 
will be my sixth year of teaching all of them here at CIS.  However, this is my first year teaching sixth 
grade students, but it should be a lot of fun trying something new.  I am a 2005 graduate of Celina 
Senior High.  I continued my education after high school by going to Wright State University.  I 
graduated from Wright State in 2011 with my masters degree in middle childhood education.  I have 
also been coaching baseball here in Celina for 12 years (7 years doing 8th grade and now 5 years as the 
varsity assistant).  I live in Celina with my two favorite people in the world; my wife of five years 
Taryn and our  lovely 2 year old Gwenavere.  We are also extremely excited to be adding to our family 
this year.  I personally enjoy being outdoors whether that be at home or exploring new places.  



Glen Helen Field Trip: Sixth grade students attend Glen Helen in Yellow Springs, Ohio. 
This is an exciting week that gives students the opportunity time spent with peers hiking and 
applying knowledge learned in their science class.  Right now, families need to be aware of the dates 
of the trip.  
                                                Week 1: April 28-May 1          Week 2: May 5-May 8 
As the date gets closer, families will be informed of the week their child will be attending.  I expect 
6-Black Cluster to be split by homerooms among the two weeks. I can assure you that we will inform 
families of the exact week in a timely manner. 
Also, students will receive a GOLD Participation Guidelines.  Sign and return the bottom portion and 
return it to the student’s homeroom teacher.  
 
 
 

Communication: 
 
The Remind App will be utilized by 6-Black. Our goal is to get as many students families as possible to 
stay in touch through this App.  A handout will be sent home with directions for families.   
 
Bulldog Folder: Students will be given a Bulldog Folder that can be used to transport paperwork from 
the office.  The student may also choose to use this as a Homework Folder.   
 
We will also communicate via e-mail, telephone, and face-to-face as necessary.  Please remember 
that any communication from us will always highlight your child’s strengths and will address 
concerns and/or areas of growth. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Class Management: 
 
Celina Intermediate School instills the motto “FIND A WAY” within our halls and 
classrooms among our staff and students.  We believe a student that enters our 
classroom who FINDS A WAY TO BE POLITE, POSITIVE, and PRODUCTIVE will create 
a learning environment that allows for community, fun, and personal growth. 
 
We believe in order to have a successful school year, students need clear expectations, 
procedures, and routines in order for a positive learning environment to exist.  We also 
know our students at this age want to have some voice or say in what a positive 
classroom looks like.  For this reason, we will work with our homerooms through 
activities and discussions the first week of school to develop these guidelines using 
CIS’s motto “FIND A WAY”.  Students will have the opportunity to state their opinions 
on what makes a positive, fun, learning environment and also have a voice in what 
rewards and consequences look like. 
 
Once we work with the students to clearly develop our classroom management plan, 
we will share a copy with you and your student.   
 
REWARDS AND CONSEQUENCES: 
 
The behavior plan will incorporate rewards for good choices and positive behaviors. 
These rewards may include: 

~raffles for prizes ~extra recess  ~ team building activity~ 
~choice seating ~ enjoy treats~6th Grade Breakfast~Bulldog Bucks~ 

 
In addition, if a student makes a poor choice, a negative consequence will follow.  To 
do this, we will utilize the school-wide PINK SLIP policy.  Pink slips are given when the 
student’s conduct disrupts the learning environment for themselves and/or others. A 
student can expect a verbal warning for a first offense, a second offense will deem the 
student a pink slip.   Five pink slips will result in a Conduct Report.   More severe 
consequences may occur as deemed appropriate and necessary for the specific offense.   
 
 
 
 



Curriculum: 
ELA (English/language arts):  Celina Schools teaches the Ohio Learning Standards for 
English Language Arts.  These standards were adopted by the state of Ohio in February 2017 and can 
be found on the Ohio Department of Education’s Website.  If you would like a printed copy of the 6th 
grade standards, please send Mrs. Schlater an e-mail and she will gladly send this home.  
 

Our teachers use these standards to guide our instruction and select a variety of shorter texts, novels, 
and writing prompts for students to practice the standards throughout the year.  In the spring, 
students will take a standardized through the State of Ohio to demonstrate their understanding of 
these standards.  This is the students opportunity to show what they know about English/language 
arts.   
 

Most class time will be spent in a workshop style.  A workshop style offers students the ability to 
learn with all their peers for a mini-lesson.  Following the mini-lesson, students will either break into 
small groups for further instruction from a teacher or work independently to complete a piece of 
writing or tackle a text to read.  All students will spend time each week reading, writing, and thinking 
independently, working in a small group, and conferring with a teacher. 
 

Social Studies: Celina Schools teaches the Ohio Learning Standards for social studies.  These 
standards were revised by the state of Ohio in February 2018 and can be found on the Ohio 
Department of Education’s Website.  If you would like a printed copy of the 6th grade standards, 
please send Mr. Waesch an email and she will gladly send this home.  
 

Our teachers use these standards to guide our instruction and select a variety of learning activities. 
Reading, writing, thinking, discussing, and viewing will be a part of each student’s social studies 
experience.  Activities will be planned and created to allow students to manipulate and experience 
social studies concepts.  Major topics will include:  major world religions, ancient civilizations of the 
Eastern Hemisphere, and economics. 
 

Math: Celina City Schools teach all of their math classes according to the Ohio Learning 
Standards.  This includes the following: ratios and proportions, the number system, expressions and 
equations, geometry, statistics and probability.  We will use the students “GO MATH” books and most 
of their homework will come from that book.  We will do many in class hands on activities and many 
station activities.  Ms. Blair, our intervention specialist, will be in to co-teach with me during some of 
my math classes.  Also with our math book, the 6th grade math department will do a SPIRAL review 
each day, with a quiz each friday over the spiral review.  
 

Science:  Celina also teaches the Science Learning Standards.  Along with math, science will be 
very hands on and we will be doing many projects.  6th grade science covers everything from Earth 
and Space to Life Science to Physical Science!  One of the biggest parts of your 6th graders science 
career will be going to Glen Helen this spring!  It is a field trip that they will remember and it is also 
very educational!  Once the third nine weeks comes, we will gear some of our lessons towards Glen 
Helen to get them ready for the trip!  Never stop asking questions and exploring your world!!! 



Grades/Progress Book: 
We believe it is important for students to practice necessary skills to become proficient in the four 
core subjects (English/language arts, social studies, math, and science).  During practice activities, 
students will receive feedback through individual conferences, small group instruction, and written 
notes.  After sufficient instruction and practice, students will receive grades for tests, quizzes, essays, 
and/or projects.   
Parents and students can access student grades on Progress Book.  Progress Book should be updated 
at a minimum of two times a month.  Student work will also be given back to families, so you may see 
what specific skills students are missing.  There may be times when work will be sent home, asked 
for a signature, and then kept at school in a portfolio to document student progress.   
 
The Grading Skill used at CIS is as follows: 

A  A-  B+  B  B-  C+  C  C-  D+  D  D-  F 

100-95  94-90  89-87  86-83  82-80  79-77  76-73  72-70  69-67  66-63  62-60  59-  
 

Homework:  Students can expect homework in math and ELA each week. The purpose of homework 
is to practice current skills and to develop responsible habits.   
 
ELA:   Students will receive a skills packet each week.  The packet will be given to them on Friday and 
must be completed and turned in the following Friday. Each packet is approximately 2-4 pages 
focusing on Reading Comprehension, Vocabulary, and Grammar.  Weekly Writing will be completed 
in the student’s composition notebook. Students will also be required to work on an Independent 
Reading Text.  To hold students accountable and monitor comprehension skills, students will 
complete a Reading Log.   
 
 
Social Studies & Science:   Cluster Black does not anticipate assigning much homework in social 
studies and science.  A weekly or biweekly reading in science and simple solutions pages in social 
studies may be used as we get into a routine this year. Furthermore, if a student is falling behind on 
class work due to absences or lack of productivity, homework may have to be completed in order for 
the student to keep up with the content being taught.   
 
 
Math:  Students can expect to receive homework 2-3 times a week.  Homework should take no more 
than 10-15 minutes a night.  If  homework is taking up a lot of time each night, please talk to Mrs. 
Smith.  Homework should be a productive time, not a punishment.   
Math grades will be on a weighted system with 20% of the students final grade coming from 
homework and class participation, 30% from quizzes and spiral reviews, and 50% coming from tests!  

 



Assignment Policy & Rewards: 
 

1.  Classwork/homework is required to be completed on its due date. 
2. If your classwork is not completed in class, it is then considered homework. 
3. Homework which is not turned in on its due date will no longer receive full 

credit. 
4. Late homework assignments require you to stay for Rec Club.  Work must be of 

good quality and turned into the appropriate teacher. 
5. A pink slip will be given for each time Rec Club is forgotten/skipped. 

 
At the end of each quarter, students who complete all work will be rewarded at 
the END of the quarter. 

Zero Missed Assignments  One Missed 
Assignment 

Two Missed 
Assignments 

5 Bulldog Bucks 
Pancake Breakfast 

3 Bulldog Bucks  1 Bulldog Buck 

ALL STUDENTS GET A FRESH START AT THE BEGINNING OF EACH NINE WEEKS 
 
 

Absences and Make-Up Work:  When absent, the student is responsible for making 
up his or her work.  It will be the student’s responsibility to get this work.  Parent’s may call the office 
to request student work and it will be sent there for pick-up.  Weekly outlines of teacher’s lesson 
plans are posted online on the CIS page under the link 6 BLACK. If/when a student is absent you may 
access these online.   Students may then see individual teachers for additional assistance.   Good 
times during the school day to meet with teachers are during I/E and rec. All make-up work is due in 
a timely manner. 
 
Online Homework Access:  If your student forgets the homework assignment or is absent from 
school, he or she may access the weekly assignments (classwork and homework) online.  Please 
follow these steps to view weekly assignments: 

● Go to Celina City Schools Website (www.celinaschools.org) 
● On the left, choose OUR SCHOOLS 
● Choose CELINA INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL 
● Choose Homework Assignments 6 BLACK 



2019-20 CIS REWARDS PARTY INFORMATION 
 

1st Nine Weeks  October 29th  CCSCO Halloween Night 

2nd Nine Weeks  January 10th  Ice Cream Social w/ Music in 
Commons (time TBA) 

3rd Nine Weeks  March 24th   CCSCO sponsored night TBA 

***4th Nine Weeks  May 21st or 22nd  Bowling Trip to Plaza Lanes 
*Dates are subject to change* 

 

GUIDELINES:  

1) Accelerated Reading 

a) 5th grade goal/requirement:100% of quarterly goal and 60% 

accuracy  

b) 6th grade goal/requirement:100% of quarterly goal and 60% 

accuracy 

 

2) Accelerated Math 

a) 5th grade goal/requirement: 100% of monthly goal 

b) 6th grade goal/requirement: 100% of quarterly goal 

 

3) NO conduct reports / NO ABLES  

 

Notes:  

- Students should reach all three (above) requirement to earn the 

quarterly rewards party 

- Principal/Teacher discretion does apply 

 

*** 4th 9 weeks party to Bowling Alley is ONLY Eligible for students that 

have completed 1st, 2nd, & 3rd 9 weeks requirements successfully.*** 

 
 
 
 
 



Daily Schedule: 
Time  PERIOD 

8:40-9:10  IE (Homeroom) 

9:13-9:53  1st Period 

9:56-10:36  2nd Period 

10:39-11:19  3rd Period 

11:22-12:02  4th Period  

12:05-1:05  REC (12:05-12:35) 
LUNCH (12:35-1:05) 

1:10-1:50  6th Period (Art/PE/Music/Band) 

1:53-2:33  7th Period 

2:36-3:16  8th Period 

3:16-3:20  Bulldog Pride (Homeroom) 

3:20  Walkers/Bikers/Car Riders 

3:25  Bussers Released 

 
 
 
 
Specials:  Students will attend class on a rotation schedule to hone art, physical education, and 
music skills.  The rotation for 6 Black is as follows: 
  A DAY  B DAY   C DAY 

Schlater (6-7)  Band/Music  P.E.  Art 

Smith  (6-8)  P.E.  Art  Band/Music 

Waesch (6-9)  Art  Band/Music  P.E 

 
 



Student Supplies:  Students should have received a 6th Grade supply list.  Below is a 
breakdown of what students should use in each course.  
 
Students should bring the following to every class:  pencil pouch with pencils, pens, highlighters, 
erasers, scissors, earbuds, Homework Folder, and Assignment Notebook.   

English/Language Arts  Social Studies  Math  Science 

-composition notebook 
-Yellow 3 Subject Notebook 
-Writing Folder (Yellow) 
-Reading Folder (Yellow) 
-CAFE Folder (Black) 

-Blue Folder 
-Simple Solutions 
Workbook 

-Red Folder 
- 3-ring binder with 
4 divisions 
-loose leaf paper in 
binder for notes 
-Black whiteboard 
marker 
- Go MATH math 
book 
 

-Green Folder 
- Notebook 

 
There will be times throughout the year that teachers may need additional supplies for various 
learning projects and activities.  When the need arises, teachers may ask for volunteers to donate 
these items.   
 

iPads: All students will have the opportunity to use an ipad.  Teachers plan to implement the use 
of iPads  daily. 
 
This is a privilege. Inappropriate conduct will result in the ipad being taken away.  Please refer to the 
iPad CONTRACT on Final Forms for specifics.   
 
Water Bottles:  The first few weeks of school can be very (very) hot! We do not mind if 
students bring water bottles to keep at their desks during these hot weeks. If your student does 
choose to bring a water bottle, please make sure that it has a lid that closes tightly and that it does not 
contain anything other than water. Also, make sure your student’s name or initials are on the water 
bottle.  While our cluster (Mrs. Schlater, Mr. Waesch, & Mrs. Smith) does not mind water bottles year 
round, we expect students to respect other teachers classrooms they may attend throughout the day.   
 
 

THANK YOU! We look forward to a great year.  Included in this packet is a student and parent 
survey. Your student worked on their portion in class today and we are hoping that you could 
complete your section by the end of the week.  Once again, we encourage you to keep this packet 
handy as a reference sheet throughout the school year.  
 
 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


